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2009 Free Press Restaurant of the Year: Roast 

February 7, 2009 

Michael Symon's Roast heats up Detroit 
Michael Symon's Roast represents so much more of what Detroit needs. 

Another catalyst for a livelier downtown. An advocate for the farm-to-

table local foods movement in a rich agricultural region. A magnet for 

visitors. Affordable high-end dining. It is a restaurant with impact as 

well as excellence, a newcomer that truly fits this place and these 

challenging times. For that -- and for distinctive, skillfully crafted food that will surprise, intrigue 

and please diners of many tastes -- Michael Symon's Roast is the 2009 Restaurant of the Year. 

RELATED INFORMATION 
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MICHAEL SYMON'S ROAST 

At the Westin Book Cadillac Detroit 

1128 Washington at Michigan 

313-961-2500 

www.roastdetroit.com 

On the menu: Chops and aged steaks grilled over 

hardwood charcoal. Fork-tender braised short ribs and lamb 

shanks with intense sauce reductions. Juicy chunks of 

Roasted Beast of the Day -- either suckling pig, baby goat or 

baby lamb. Chicken, duck and fish. Bold sauces, distinctive 

starters and sides, and house-made desserts. Lunch menu is 

more casual. Wine list features 600-700 selections. 

Don't-miss dishes: Start with Michael Symon's signature 

beef cheek pierogi ($12); more adventurous diners should 

try Crispy Fresh Bacon ($10) or Roasted Marrow ($9). 

Roasted Beast (market price) can also be a shared starter. 

Standout entrées include braised short ribs ($24) and lamb 

shanks ($25), smoked pork chop ($24), any of the long-aged 

steaks ($21-$38) and roasted trout with brown butter ($24). 

Most affordable: 6-ounce filet ($21); lemon-roasted free-

range chicken with Greek yogurt and arugula-chickpea salad 

($17); hamburger with bacon, cheddar and fried egg with 

rosemary fries ($14). 

Attire: Jeans to evening wear. 

Hours: Lunch 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. weekdays. Dinner 5-10 

p.m. Mon.-Thu., 5-11 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 5-9 p.m. Sun. 

Special notes: Smoke-free. Wheelchair users can enter 

barrier-free through exterior door on Washington 

Boulevard. Valet parking $5 with validation. Reservations 
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recommended. 
 

 

PREVIOUS RESTAURANTS OF THE YEAR 

2008: SaltWater, MGM Grand, Detroit 

2007: Beverly Hills Grill, Beverly Hills 

2006: Seldom Blues, Detroit 

2005: Five Lakes Grill, Milford 

2004: Jeremy Restaurant & Bar, Keego Harbor  

2003: The Grill, Ritz-Carlton, Dearborn 

2002: Cuisine, Detroit 

2001: The Hill, Grosse Pointe Farms 

2000: Tribute, Farmington Hills 

PHOTO GALLERIES 

Roast: 2009 Restaurant of the Year  
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1. Verlander learns a lesson; Tigers get key road victory  

2. Hey, Tigers, too much dough makes flabby pizza  

3. Last days with Landry filled with music, love  

4. In Big 3's absence, other WRs fail to step up  

5. Troy doctor says she was assaulted by patient  

6. Missed tackles raise hackles  

7. $10B aimed at union retirees  

8. Detroit must take stand against killings  

9. $500.5M bond for DPS set for vote  

10. Melvindale cornerback Wayne Pettus a towering 
presence on the field  

CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 

Search By Artist or Event Name  

  

Most Popular Events  
Detroit Lions 

Michigan Wolverines 
Michigan State Spartans 
Minnesota Vikings 
Bruce Springsteen 
Phantom of the Opera 

Detroit Tigers 
Pittsburgh Steelers 

Go!
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Your city Refinance at 4.37% FIXED! 
$160,000 mortgage for $633/mo. Free. No Obligation. Get 
4 Quotes! 

www.LendGo.com 

Obama Wants You Educated! 
Get your degree online. Obama has set up over $30 Billion 
in grants. 

obamaseducationplan.org 

Online Bachelors’ Degrees 
Earn Your Bachelor’s Degree Online From Top Univ.! 

www.FloridaTechOnline.com 
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WEB SITE 

OMG! Text messages 
turn to gold for duo 
Two recent Michigan State 

graduates have a runaway hit on 

their hands. 

BROWSER 

Web site embraces 
our awkwardness 
Awkwardfamilyphotos.com 

shares some of the most 

ridiculous photos anywhere. 

MOMSLIKEME.COM 

Sick of dealing with 
bored kids on break? 
For many, school doesn't start 

for two more weeks. Are you 

ready for the kids to go back? 

DETROIT METROMIX 

Hot tips: Salvaging 
the summer season 
From star gazing to the beach, 

seven steps to heat up metro 

Detroit days and nights. 

MIKE THOMPSON CARTOON 

Your shrinking 
paycheck 
No, it's not your imagination. 

You are falling further behind in 

terms of pay. 

TOP SECTIONS INDEX 

Home  

Local news  

Detroit news  

Oakland news  

Macomb news  

Michigan news  

Auto news  

Detroit Auto Show  

Business  

Weather Forecasts

Databases  

Obituaries  

Special Coverage  

Columnists  

Bloggers  

Sports  

Lions  

Tigers  

Red Wings  

Pistons  

Shock  

Wolverines  

Spartans  

Detroit Marathon  

Michigan Outdoors

High Schools  

Entertainment  

Music  

Movies  

Restaurants  

Life  

Opinion  

Mike Thompson

Comics  

Win Stuff  

Lottery  

Photos  

Videos  

UPDATES 

 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

Text alerts  

E-mail newsletters  

RSS feeds  

School closings alerts  

Mobile Freep.com site  

iPhone site  

Follow our Twitter updates  

Become a fan on Facebook

Contact us  

About the Free Press  

Detroit Media Partnership

Free Press bookstore  

PARTNERS 

Jobs: CareerBuilder.com  

Cars: cars.com  

Apartments: apartments.com

Homefinder.com  

Shopping: ShopLocal.com  

Cozi: Family Life. Simplified. 

Detroit Moms Like Me  

Detroit Metromix  

Detroit High School Sports  

Free Press Express on 

First Forecast Mornings  

USA Today  

SEE TODAY'S NEWSPAPER 

 

View today's edition of the Free 

Press including all advertising, 

coupons, comics and puzzles. 

Home delivery  

Digital Free Press  

Subscriber Customer Service

Find a Newsstand  

Advertise with us  

Page 3 of 32009 Free Press Restaurant of the Year: Roast | Detroit Free Press | Freep.com

8/25/2009http://www.freep.com/article/99999999/ENT08/90206033/1039/ENT04&template=theme...


